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Travis Dove for The New York Times -- Ron Paul supporters marched through the Tampa Bay 

Times Forum at the Republican National Convention on Wednesday. 

The Romney campaign owns the convention floor, but at times, Ron Paul’s supporters 
seem to own the corridors of the Tampa Bay Times Forum. 

A horde of Paul supporters walked circles around the convention floor, growing with 
each pass and chanting, “As goes Maine, so goes the nation.” 



It’s a quaint phrase, harking back to the 19th century when Maine was considered a 
political bellwether for the nation. It hasn’t been that for some time, but the Maine 
Republican delegation of 2012 — taken over by Paul supporters — was not seated at 
the convention. 

Other Paul supporters joined their Maine brethren for the march. 

Regina Imburgia, a Ron Paul leader in Dallas, said the chant was “made up on the fly” 
after a video tribute to Mr. Paul and a speech by his son, Senator Rand Paul, 
Republican of Kentucky. 

“We decided we were going to watch Ron Paul, cheer for Rand, then walk out en 
masse,” she said. 

The group was still aggrieved over a rules change adopted by the Republican National 
Convention on Tuesday over loud Paulite protests that they say will limit the voices of 
insurgents in the future. 

“It was pretty shocking,” said Nancy McKiernan, a Tea Party leader and Santorum 
delegate from Colorado who was cheering on the marchers. “I was absolutely shocked 
yesterday.” 

The question is, will such people set aside those grievances in November and go out to 
rally support for Mitt Romney? 

“At this point, I’m not sure what I’m going to do” on Election Day, Ms. Imburgia said. 

Ms. McKiernan, who abstained in the delegate voting, was similarly uncommitted. 

“Who knows?” she said. 


